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Office of the Secretary of State

1230 J Street

March Fong Eu

Sacramento, California 95814

ELECTIONS DIVISION
(916) 445-0820
For Hearing and Speech Impaired
Only:
(800) 833-8683

December 10, 1992

TO:

ALL COUNTY CLERKS/REGISTRARS OF VOTERS AND PROPONENT
(92283)

FROM:

CATHY MITCHELL
INITIATIVE COORDINATOR

Pursuant to Elections Code section 3520(b), you are hereby notified that the total number
of signatures to the hereinafter named proposed INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT filed with all county elections officials is less than 100 percent of the
number of qualified voters required to find the petition sufficient; therefore, the petition has
failed.

TITLE:

INJURED WORKERS' BENEFITS.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

SUMMARY DATE:

June 29, 1992

PROPONENT:

John L. Debbs

eM/dab
status.ltr

Office of the Secretary of State

1230 J Street

March Fong Eu

Sacramento, California 95814

ELECTIONS DIVISION
(916) 445-0820
For Hearing and Speech Impaired
Only:
(800) 833-8683

#581
June 29, 1992
TO ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS. OR COUNTY CLERKS, AND PROPONENT (92183)
Pursuant to Section 3513 of the Elections Code, we transmit herewith a copy of the Title and
Summary prepared by the Attorney General on a proposed Initiative Measure entitled:
INJURED WORKERS' BENEFITS.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.
Circulating and Filing Schedule
1.

Minimum number of signatures required ............ : ...................... 615,958
Cal. Const., Art. II, Sec. 8(b).

2.

Official Summary Date
Elec. C., Sec. 3513.

3.

Petition Sections:

Monday. 06/29/92

a.

First day Proponent can circulate Sections for
signatures ........................................... Monday. 06/29/92
Elec. C., Sec. 3513.

b.

Last day Proponent can circulate and file with
the county. All sections are to be filed at
the same time within each county ........................ Monday. 11/30/92*
Elec. C., Secs. 3513, 3520(a)

c.

Last day for county to determine total number of
signatures affixed to petition and to transmit total
to the Secretary of State ............................... Thursday. 12/10/92

(If the Proponent files the petition with the county on a date prior to 11/30/92, the county has
eight working days from the filing of the petition to determine the total number of signatures
affixed to the petition and to transmit the total to the Secretary of State.) Elec. C., Sec.
3520(b).

*

Date adjusted for official deadline which falls on a holiday. Elec. C., Sec. 60.
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d.

Secretary of State determines whether the total
number of signatures filed with aU county clerks meets
the minimum number of required signatures, and
notifies the counties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Saturday. 12/19/92*

e.

Last day for county to determine total number of
qualified voters who signed the petition, and to
transmit certificate with a blank copy of the petition to
the Secretary of State ......................... Wednesday. 02/03/93
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to
determine the number of qualified voters who Signed
the petition on a date other than 12/19/92, the last day
is no later than the thirtieth day after the county's
receipt of notification.)
Elec. C., Sec. 3520(d), (e).

f.

g.

If the signature count is more than 677,554 or less
than 585,161, then the Secretary of State certifies the
petition has qualified or failed, and notifies the
counties. If the Signature count is between 585,161
and 677,554 inclusive, then the Secretary of State
notifies the counties using the random sampling
technique to determine the validity of aU signatures

Saturday. 02/13/93*

Last day for county to determine actual number of aU
qualified voters who signed the petition, and to
transmit certificate with a blank copy of the petition to
the Secretary of State ............................ Monday. 03/29/93
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to
determine the number of qualified voters who have
signed the petition on a date other than 02/13/93, the
last day is no later than the thirtieth working day after
county's receipt of notification.)
Elec. C., Sec. 3521 (b), (c).

h.

*

Secretary of State certifies whether the petition has
been signed by the number of qualified voters required
to declare the petition sufficient ..................... Friday. 04/02/93*

Date varies based on receipt of county certification.
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4. The Proponent of the above-named measure is:
John L. Debbs
7589 Eddy Lee Way
Sacramento, CA 95822
(916) 424-9139
5. Important Points:
(a)

California law prohibits the use of signatures, names and addresses gathered on initiative
petitions for any purpose other than to qualify the initiative measure for the ballot. This means
that the petitions cannot be used to create or add to mailing lists or similar lists for any
purpose, including fund raising or requests for support. Any such misuse constitutes a crime
under California law. Elections Code section 29770; Bilofsky v. Deukmejian (1981) 123
.
Cal.fpp. 3d 825, 177 Cal.Rptr. 621; 63 Ops. CaI.Atty.Gen. 37 (1980).

(b)

Please refer to Elections Code sections 41, 41.5, 44, 3501, 3507, 3508, 3517, and 3519 for
appropriate format and type consideration in printing, typing, and otherwise preparing your
initiative petition for circulation and signatures. Please send a copy of the petition after you
have it printed. This copy is not for our review or approval, but to supplement our file.

(c)

Your attention is directed to the campaign disclosure requirements of the Political Reform Act
of 1974, Government Code section 81000 et seq.

(d)

When writing or calling state or county elections officials, provide the official title of the initiative
which was prepared by the Attorney General. Use of this title will assist elections officials in
referencing the proper file.

(e)

When a petition is presented to the county elections official for filing by someone other than
the proponent, the required authorization shall include the name or names of the persons
filing the petition.

(f)

When filing the petition with the county elections official, please provide a blank petition for
elections official use.

Sincerely,

(!j!J~
CATHY MITCHELL
Initiative Coordinator
Attachment: POLITICAL REFORM ACT OF 1974 REQUIREMENTS

Date:
File No.:

June 27, 1992

SA 92 RF 0012

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and summary of
the chief purpose and points of the proposed measure:
INJURED WORKERS' BENEFITS. INITIATIVE .CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT. Establishes rights for injured workers under workers' compensation
system: prohibits termination of benefits except by return to employment, agreement
of parties, or order; biweekly benefit payment; guaranteed payment of reasonable
medical care within 30 days; absolute right to treating physician of choice; hearing
within 30 days of request; decision within 30 days of submission; continuation of
medical insurance benefits; disability benefits of two-thirds preinjury gross wages;
continuation of benefits pending appeal; bad faith suit; attorneys fees.

1% surcharge

on premiums for funding. Reduction of compensation premiums by 20%. State
Compensation Insurance Fund determines rates. Summary of estimate by Legislative
Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local governments: This
measure would result in unknown state costs for state workers' compensation benefits,
potentially $200 million annually, triple or quadruple that amount in local government
costs. A short run net decrease of several hundred million dollars in State General
Fund revenues may occur due to decreases in state and corporate income tax revenues
and increases in insurance premium tax revenues. A longer term net loss of state
General Fund revenues may occur depending upon shifting of costs to workers and
consumers and impact of higher costs on economic activity in the state. The measure
would also have unknown savings in public assistance benefits for state and federal
funds, and to a lesser extent, local funds. Potential state General Fund savings of

approximately $60 million annually, may result from transfer of administrative costs
from the General Fund to a new surcharge on insurance premiums. State special fund
revenues from new surcharge of about $200 million annually would be used to fund
costs of administering workers' compensation system.
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INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE VOTERS
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The Attorney General of California has prepared
the following title and summary of the chief purpose and
points of the proposed measure:
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TO THE HONORABLE SECRETARY OF STATE OF CALIFORNIA

. - -~,-:;

-'--.~-

We, the undersigned, registered, qualified
voters of California, residents of ____ County (or City
and County), hereby.propose amendments to the Constitution
//

of California, relating to workers' compensation, and
petition the Secretary of State to submit the same to the
voters of California for their adoption or rejection at
the

nex~

succeeding general election or at any special

statewide election held prior to that general election or
otherwise provided by law.

The proposed full title and

text of the measure reads as follows:

SECTION 1.
of the California

Consti~ution,

SEC. 4.5.
Righcs.

Section 4.5 is added to Article XIV
to read:

(a) The Injured Workers' Bill of

Each worker who is injured or who contracts a

disease arising out of his or her employment shall be
entitled to the fol:owing rights under the Califo:nia
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workers' compensation system:
(1) An injured worker's temporary disability
indemnity and permanent disability indemnity benefits
shall not be terminated, except by an actual return to
suitable, gainful employment, by agreement of the parties,
or by.an order of a Workers' Compensation Appeals Board
judge, and shall be paid every two weeks on a specified
day.
(2) Every employer shall pay the reasonable
cost of medical care provided or prescribed by an injured
worker's treating physician that is required to cure or
,I

relieve the effects of a work-related injury within 30
days of request for payment.

An injured worker shall at

all times have an absolute right to a treating physician
of his or her choice.
(3) A workers' compensation hearing shall be
held within 30 days of a request by an injured worker and
a workers' compensation judge shall issue within 30 days
of submission of the case, a detision with respect to the
injured worker's claim.
(4) An injured worker and his or her dependents
shall continue to receive any medical insurance benefits
that the injured

wo~ker

is eligible to receive in

connection with his or her employment, and shall be
provided with disability benefits

i~

:he amount of
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two-thirds of an injured worker's preinjury gross wages,
not to exceed a maximum of 200 percent of the State
Industrial Average Weekly Wage, until the injured worker
is able to, and actually returns to suitable, gainful
employment, or until benefits terminate by agreement of
the parties or by order of a Workers' Compensation Appeals
Board judge after a formal hearing.
(5) An injured worker's compensation benefits
initially awarded by a workers' compensation judge shall
be continued pending any appeal by the employer or other
defendants.
,!

(6) An injured worker's employer shall pay the
reasonable attorneys' fees of that worker where the
injured worker obtained an attorney because of a denial of
benefits, and the denial is reversed.
(7) An injured worker may file a civil suit for
bad faith where there is evidence of bad faith in the
administration or settlement of the injured worker's claim
for compensation.
(b) Funding for the Division of Workers'
_Compensation and the Workers' Compensation Appeals Board
shall be derived from a

1 percent surcharge on workers'

compensation insurance premiums and on security deposits
made by private self-insuring employers.

(c) The State Compensat:on Insurance Fund shall
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solely and exclusively underwrite and administer workers'
compensation insurance, and shall assume responsibility
and control of all existing and contingent workers'
compensation liabilities as well as all right, title,
ownership, and control of all reserve accounts and assets
applicable thereto.
(d) The Board of Directors of the State
Compensation Insurance Fund shall be comprised of six
members of whom two shall be appointed by the Governor,
two by the Speaker of the Assembly, and two by the
President pro Tempore of the Senate.
(e) For the year commencing January 1, 1993,
all workers' compensation premiums paid by California
employers shall be reduced by 20 percent. Thereafter, the
Board of Directors of the State Compensation Insurance
Fund shall determine all annual adjustments in premium
rates based on estimates of loss experience of covered
employers and investment income of the State Compensation
Insurance Fund, with a maximum of 12 premium rates set,
based on the incidence and seriousness of injuries
incurred by workers in all job classifications in the
State.
- 0 -

DANIEL E. LUNGREN
Attorney General

State of California
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
1515 K STREET, SUITE 511
P.O. Box 944255
SACRAMENI'O, CA 94244·2550
(916) 445·9555

(916) 324-5490

June 29, 1992

. the office
F,of thelED
Secl'!!la

Honorable March Fong Eu
Secretary of State
1230 J Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE:

In

.

01 file Staf~• w,
~ ( Cal"
ry of
. !tomio
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Initiative Title and Summary
Subject: THE COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE IN
WORKER'S COMPENSATION
Our File No.: SA 92 RF 0012

StoIa

eg"

~~
Deputy

Dear Mrs. Eu:
Pursuant to the provisions of sections 3503 and 3513 of the Elections Code, you are
hereby notified that on this day we mailed to the proponent of the above-identified
proposed initiative our title and summary.
Enclosed is a copy of our transmittal letter to the proponent, a copy of our title and
summary, a declaration of mailing thereof, and a copy of the proposed measure.
According to information available in our records, the name and address of the
proponent is as stated on the declaration of mailing.
Sincerely,
DANIEL E. LUNGREN
1
KATHLEEN F. DaROSA
Senior Legal Analyst
KFD:pl
Encls.

